RETS Compliance Testing/Certification Conference Call Minutes
February 7, 2008

Moderators: 

Paula O’Brien, Chairman Compliance Testing

John Holley, Chairman Certification

Participants:

David Harris, First MLS




Gary Calfee, RealTracs




Scott Woodard – Showing Time




Shawn Meissner – Move




Marc Smith – Big-LLC




Alex Choi – Falcon Technologies



Troy Davisson 




Ryan Bonham – Transparent Technologies




Libor Viktorin – Marketlinx

Paula updated the group on the meeting held in December where it was determined that these two entities (Compliance Testing Work Group and Certification Work Group) would work together to create an action plan for 2008-09.

Because the existing process of RETS certification is good for a period of two years, it was decided that a review of all the various products (some with different code releases) was in order. A RETS re-certification will be done every time a vendor releases a new version of its RETS server through the level 1 compliance testing procedure.
Step one of the action plan will be to renew the RETS certification of those RETS server products in current release.
Step two of the action plan will be to offer the various levels of testing to enable ease of compliance to the MLSs who will be required to be RETS compliant by June, 2009.
By NAR mid-year in May, 2008 the group hopes to extend an offer to the MLSs currently running RETS to go through the level 1 compliance testing.

Discussion ensued regarding the language of specific needs that will be created. David Harris requested clarification regarding which RETS version(s) will be included (1.5, 1.7, 2.0?) It was noted that the wording of the mandate would more than likely include any viable version running – as long as it’s in compliance. As new versions of RETS are published, they will be added to the testing suite.
Level two testing would include both usability and inoperability and others not yet determined. MLSs would then be allowed to utilize these tests. Some of the items to be considered for level two testing include additional tests around the update transaction and scoring for percentage of standard names supported. The Certification and Compliance workgroups should be thinking about what else could be included and send those items to either John or Paula.  These items will be the focus of workgroup discussions through April.
David Harris inquired who would be conducting the compliance testing and who will validate it?
It was noted that Paula had the approval of the Board to run the current testing tools through April for re-certification of existing RETS server products but that a process to support testing for the 800+ MLSs has not yet been decided.
This group hopes to have their detailed action plan defined and delivered to the Board in April and for presentation to the MLSs at the NAR mid-year in May.

David has created a RETS Certification group on Google where sensitive material can be discussed and formalized before it is posted publicly on RETS.org. He also asked that each Work Group provide monthly updates to the Board on their progress.  The Compliance and Certification work groups have already submitted a January progress report to the Board.
Action item: It was the consensus of the group to submit the letter drafted January 29, 2008 regarding renewal of certification at the product level to the Board for approval.
Action item: John and Paula will meet in the interim before the next work group meeting to begin drafting items and issues around interoperability testing.  These items will be distributed to the work groups prior to the 2/21 meeting.

The next meeting will be held on February 21, 2008 at 1 p.m. CST and will include discussion of ideas for inoperability and usability testing.
